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During previous florist ic i n vest igat ions on i lie Western ( I fiats of Kerala, India,

two new species of Tripogon Roem. & Schult. were described (Pradeep & Sunil

1999). Since then, yet another remarkable undescri bed species of Tripogon from

Pyl ira 01 i In W( tern Gh r of iannl Nadu, ' mf h India lias been discovered.

It is described here as new.

Tripogon ravianus Sum! & Pradecn. sp nov (Fig. l). Typo lNniATAMILNADU.Nn.GiRi
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Sony. 2—1 mmwide, the margins slight I v scabridulous or scabrid especially to-

wards the base, the upper surface pubescent with short white, papillose hairs,

glabrous abaxial h Peal h< ith > Pinion labrou ip \ pubescent with a

tuft of 2-3 mmlong hairs; ligule a line membrane. Racemes terminal, 15-40

cm long, with 15- IP mikt It \- ia< In mooih bbiou - piU P t !-_>
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linear, secund, dark gray, 6 14 flowered, distant, up to 7 mmapart. Lower glume

2-4 mmlong, 1-2 mmwide, cot iaceous, broadly ovate
;

unequally 2-lobed, 1-

vemed, the inner margin o{ smaller lobe slightlv serrulate or entire, apex ol

both lobes acuminate. Upper glume 7
> o nun long 1.5-2 mmwide, lanceolate,

notched at apex and awned, coriaceous. L-vcincd; awn 1.5-2 mmlong, scabrid,

the lateral lobes ca. 1 mmlong, lanceolate, acute. I emma3-4 mmlong exclud-

ing awns, 2-3 mmwide, coriacc ous, dark gra >

<

1 ined, 4-lobed at the apex;

awns 3, scabridulous, the central awn 4-5 mmlong, the lateral awns 3-3.5 mm





long; lobes between awns ca. 2 nun long, acuminate; callus tufted; hairs up to 1

mmlong. Palea 2.5-3.5 mmlong, L—1.5 mmwide, obovate, hyaline, 2-keeled, the

keels ciliate, apex shortly 2-lobed, the lobes acuminate. bodiculcs 2, 0.5-0.75

mmlong, wedge-shaped. Stamens 3; anthers 1.5-2 mmlong, oblong, creamy

yellow; filaments 1-1.5 mmlong. Ovar) 75 ] mmlong, ca. 0.5 mmbroad, obo-

vate: styles 2, ca. 1 mmlong: stigma 1-1. 5mmlong, fcathery.creamy white. Cary-

opses 1.8-2.3 mmlong, 0.4-0.7 mmwide, oblong -cylindric. Chromosome num-

Distributwn.-Tripoyon rdv'nmus is endemic to Tamil Nadu and is known

only from the type locality, Pykara near I Idagamandalam in Nilgiri District of

Tamil Nadu.

Ecology and phainio;' v rhis pecie grow: horn 1500 2200 m elevation

on road cuts and wet rock; lull ide: flowering October to late December.

Etymology-Jhe pecifi< epithet honoi Pro! N R vi teacher of the first

author and a grass specialist now with hue Tropical Botanic Garden and Re-

search Institute, Trivandrum

Tripogonravianus is closely allied to 7". cjm/diMvi/muniu.sSreek., V.J. NairNr

N.C Nam, a species* ndemii to! « r; Lai >n i I am ir &Nair 1991). It can be distin-

guished by its 15-40 cm long racemes, 10-25 mmlong spikelets with 6-14 flo-

rets, deeply 2-lobed lower glumes and apical ly 4-lobed lemma.

KEY TO THE SPF.CIHS OF IRIPOGON IN SOUTHINDIA

pungent T.pungens

a flexuous, capillary, si

entral awn of the lemma straight or curved, not mon

. Spikelets 10-40 mmlong; paleas broadly winged
.

5. Culms greater than 20 ci ii (.ill i nil ll i n nm lem utile IT I I. il

oots forming tufts; leaves glabrous.

7. Leaves and culm not glaucous, flat; lower glume symmetrica

the upper surfacu.
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